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Both lips together

i Bottom lip against

top teeth

The tongue tip
between the teeth

The tongue against
the alveolar ridge

' The tongue against

the palate just

! behind the alveolar

ridge

The tongue against
palate

The tongue against
the velum

The tongue root
constricting the
glottis
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On the next page, you will find a list of
phonetic symbols representing all the basic
sounds (PHONEMES) of standard English.
In order to understand how linguists
distinguish between phonemes, it will be
helpful to see a diagram of the parts of

your body that produce speech sounds.

RIDGE
LIPS
TEETH

VOWELS are made without these parts

getting in the way. Instead, they are
categorized by how open or closed the
mouth is (open — mid — close), how far
forward or back the sound is being made
(front — central — back), and how rounded

the lips are (rounded — unrounded).
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